An improved quantitative plaque assay for lymphocytes bearing antigen-specific cell receptors.
An improved method for the determination of the number of lymphoid cells bearing antigen-specific receptors is described. The method is based on the use of hapten-coupled bacteriophage (dinitrophenyl-T4) and detection of lytic plaques formed by the action of DNP-T4 on a target E. coli strain. The method is highly specific (up to 90% specific binding) and can be adapted for use with other antigenic determinants chemically attached to an active bacteriophage.